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BACKGROUND  ON  THE  PROJECT 

The  Massachusetts  Association  of  Paraplegics  v/ishes  to  sponsor" the 
construction  of  housing  v/hich  will  permit  the  handicapped  to  live  in- 
dependently. Its  objective  is  to  build  apartments  which  are  specifically 
designed  for  the  handicapped.  As  originally  defined  to  the  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority,  MAP  was  interested  in  a  site  of  about  2  acres 
to  accommodate  100  units  of  housing,  covered  parking  and  limited 
recreational  areas.  Proximity  to  neighborhood  shopping  was  considered 
to  be  important.  Public  transit  access  was  desirable  -  if  not  for  the 
handicapped  themselves,  then  for  their  families. 

Later,  as  defined  in  a  publication  by  the  Metropolitan  Area  Planning 
Council  entitled  "Selecting  Sites  for  the  Handicapped",  the  project  was 
enlarged  to  include  300  units  of  housing  of  which  one  half  would  be 
designed  for  the  handicapped  and  the  other  half  available  for  low  and 
moderate  income  households.  Site  size  became  more  flexible,  depending 
on  the  density  of  the  housing  to  be  developed.  Additional  site  criteria 
were  suggested  including  the  following: 

1.  Condition  of  soil,  water  level,  topography,  etc.  should 
not  "create  hazards  to  the  property  or  to  the  health  and 
safety  of  occupants." 

2.  The  site  should  be  relatively  flat. 

3.  "Shopping,  recreational  facilities,  employment  facilities, 
all  located  on  the  site  would  be  helpful  if  not  essential..." 

4.  The  site  should  not  be  subject  to  "hazards  such  as  smoke, 
noxious  odors,  unusual  noise,  the  presence  of  traffic  hazards  or 
totally  incongruent  or  conflicting  land  use." 
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Informal  discussions  vnth   representative  of  MAP  also  brought  out 
the  fact  that  MAP  is  interested  in  sites  in  Urban  Renewal  Areas  for 
the  benefits  of  write  down  in  land  cost.  However,  there  is  also  a 
certain  reluctance  to  locate  in  "high-crime"  areas  which  might  be 
especially  hazardous  to  the  handicapped. 

LIST  OF  SITES  SUGGESTED  FOR  HOUSING  FOR  HANDICAPPED 

Attached  is  a  list  of  sites  which^  with  the  exception  of  4  new  sites, 
have  been  considered  at  one  time  or  another  over  a  period  of  about  2  years. 
Some  which  were  suggested  by  BRA  are  no  longer  available.  Others  have  been 
rejected  by  MAP,  Most  have  one  or  more  of  the  problems  common  to  most 
potential  housing  sites  in  Boston.  They  may  be  difficult  or  expensive  to 
build  on,  or  may  involve  a  ticklish  community  situation.  A  brief  description 
of  the  site  and  comments  concerning  potential  development  are  included. 


I.  Sites  Previously  Suggested 
A.  In  Renewal  Areas 

1)  Site:  Parcel  C-2  Waterfront  Urban  Renewal  Project 
Location:  Central  Artery,  Fulton  Street,  Lewis  Street 
Size:  7  acres 

Ownership:  BRA 

Assessed  Value:  not  relevant 

Zoning:  M-2 

Units  Allowed  by  Zoning:  (Multi -family  units  vs'ould  require 
conditional  use  permit)  About  500 

Site  characteristics:  Includes  multi-story  granite  buildings 
About  h   the  site  is  vacant.  Adjacent  to  the  North  End 
neighborhood  where  there  is  local  shopping.  About  150-200 
yards  to  MBTA  stop.  Waterfront  location,  close  to  Central 
business  district. 

Comments:  No  longer  available. 

2)  Site:  Parcel  R-3,  South  Cove  Urban  Renewal  Project 
Location:  Harrison  Avenue,  Broadway,  Washington  Street 
Size:  Approximately  2.5  acres 

Ownership:  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  and  Private  Owners. 

Assessed  Value:  Not  relevant 

Zoning:  B-4 

No.  of  1000  sq.  ft.  allowed  by  Zoning:  (at  100  sq.ft. /unit) 

About  400. 
Site  Characteristics:  Partly  vacant  -  used  for  a  park.  Existing 

buildings  are  brick  row  houses.  Adjacent  to  Mass.  Turnpike 


Extension,  Tufts  Nev7  England  Medical  Center  and  the 
existing  MBTA,  Forest  Hills  line  (to  be  moved) 
Comments:  The  South  Cove  Staff  of  the  BRA  believes  that 
Tufts  Nevj  England  Medical  Center  has  a  verbal  committment 
for  this  parcel.  However,  groups  within  the  Chinese  community 
are  preparing  proposals  for  housing  on  this  site  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  Chinese  population,  in  particular,  the 
elderly.  A  proposal  for  housing  for  the  handicapped  on  this 
site  could  undoubtedly  meet  with  community  opposition. 

3)  Site:  Parcel  8,  Fenway  Urban  Renewal  Project 
Location:  Gainsborough  St.  and  St.  Botolph  St. 
Size:  12,000  sq.  ft. 

Ownership:  BRA 

Assessed  value:  not  relevant 

Zoning:  H-3 

No.  of  1000  sq.  ft.  units  allov/ed  by  Zoning:  36 

Site  characteristics:  Has  several  2-story  building  on  the  site. 

Near  Northeastern  University,  New  England  Conservatory,  etc. 

Shopping. 
Comments:  FHA  turned  down  as  being  to  small.  New  England 

Conservatory  v^ias  interested  in  the  site  for  dormitory  space. 

Not  really  a  residential  area. 

4)  Site:  West  End 

Location:  Lowell  St.,  Staniford  Street 

Size:  About  11  acres 

Ownership:  BRA 

Assessed  Value:  Not  relevant 


Zoning:  H-3 

No.  of  1000  sq.  ft.  units  allov/ed  by  Zoning:  about  1200 

Site  Characteristics:  Vacant  land  near  Charles  River  Park 

apartment  towers,  Government  Center. 
Comments:  No  longer  available. 


f 


' 

UNCN 

iWARF 

BLDG. 

PARCEL   C-2 
WATERFRONT   PROJECT 


PARCEL  R-3 
SOUTH  COVE  PROJECT 


PARCEL  8 
FENWAY  PROJECT 


L 


'fiRCLf>^"x:: 


WEST  END 


B.  In  Non-Renevral  Areas 

1)  Site:  Barry's  Quarry 


Location:  American  Legion  Highway,  Cummins  Highway,  Hyde  Park 

Size:  65  acres  (only  about  9  for  housing) 

Ownership:  Private,  principally  Corrin  &  Solomon. 
(additional  data  available) 

Assessed  Value:  $772,400  total  site. 

Zoning:  L-5,  S-5 

No.  of  Units  Allowed  by  Zoning:  About  65  single  family  houses. 

Site  Characteristics:  Abandoned  gravel  quarry  with  steep  slopes 
at  one  edge.  Three  buildings  on  the  site.  Shopping  center 
adjacent. 

Comments:  All  but  9  acres  of  the  site  will  be  used  for  a 
high  school.  The  Development  Corporation  of  America 
(DCA)  is  interested  in  developing  the  remainder  of  the 
site  for  housing.  A  joint  development  might  be  possible. 
A  zoning  variance  would  be  required  for  higher  density. 


2.  Site:  Convent  Site,  Huntington  Avenue 

Location:  Rivenvay,  Huntington,  Kempton  St.,  Roxbury  (Parker  Hill) 

Size:  Approximately  10  acres 

Ov/nership:     Harvard 

Assessed  Value:  Exempt 

Zoning:  Mostly  H~l ,  (small  portion  H-2) 

No,  of  1,000  sq.  ft.  units  allowed  by  zoning:  about  430 

Site  Characteristics:  Paved  parking  area.  On  trolley  line. 

Near  hospitals  and  convenience  shopping. 
Comments:  Harvard  plans  to  use  site  for  hospital -related 

housing.  Roxbury  Tenants  of  Harvard  proposes  to  build  800 

units  of  housing  for  people  displaced  by  Harvard.  A 

difficult  situation  to  become  involved  in. 

3.  Site:  Lena  Park 

Location:  Lome  St.,  Harvard  St.,  American  Legion  Highway,  Dorchester 

Size:  9  acres 

Ownership:  Lena  Park  Associates,  mixed  private. 

Assessed  Value:  $894,100 

Zoning:  H-1 

No.  of  1,000  sq.  ft.  Allowed  by  Zoning:  About  400 

Site  Characteristics:  Includes  37  buildings  -  mostly  3  decker 
type,  some  vacant  and  deteriorating.  Also  partly  vacant. 
Adjacent  to  Boston  State  Hospital,  a  community  recreation 
building  and  public  housing.  Across  American  Legion 
Highway  from  Franklin  Park.  Near  local  shopping  and 
bus  service  on  Blue  Hill  Avenue. 


Comments:  Lena  Park  Associates  started  construction  on  a 
TOO  units  high-rise  apartment  building  on  the  site  but 
work  has  been  suspended.  The  group  originally  had 
plans  for  the  rest  of  the  site  but  the  entire  project 
is  now  in  question. 

Some  members  of  the  Massachusetts  Association  of 
Paraplegics  feel  this  would  not  be  a  safe  area  for  the 
handicapped. 

4.  Site:  Leverett  Avenue 

Location:  Leverett  Avenue  and  Bennington  Street,  East  Boston 

Size:  50,000  sq.  ft. 

Ownership:  Peter  Palladino,  Anthony  Palladino 

Assessed  Value:  $5,500 

Zoning:  1-2 

No.  of  Units  Allowed  by  Zoning:  None  -  requires  variance. 

Site  Characteristics:  Very   close  to  shopping  and  Suffolk  Downs 

transit  stop.  Site  itself  marshy.  Adjoining  neighborhood  of 

single-family  residences. 
Comments:  Boston's  Conservation  Commission  wants  to  protect 

the  marshland  in  this  area  against  development. 

5.  Site:  75-109  Morton  Street   • 
Location:  Morton  Street,  Roslindale 
Size:  1^9  acres 

Ownership:  Boston  Housing  Authority 
Assessed  Value:   Exempt 
Zoning:  R-8 


Mo.    of  1,000  sq.   ft.    Units  Allov/ed  by  Zoning:     50 

Site  Characteristics:  Vacant..  Adjacent  to  Washington  Hospital 

1/4  mile  to  Forest  Hills  MBTA,  shopping.  Near  Shattuck 

Hospital  and  Franklin  Park. 
Comments : 


6.  Site:  Pope's  Lumber  Yard 

Location:  Railroad  Street,  West  Roxbury 

Size:  7  acres 

Ownership:  Mrs.  Cottle  of  Pope's  Lumber  Yard 

Assessed  Value: 

Zoning:  M-1 

No.  of  1,000  sq.  ft.  Units  Allowed  by  Zoning:  300 

(Multi -family  dwellings  would  require  permit  for 

conditional  use.)  ' 
Site  Characteristics:  A  former  lumber  yard  adjacent  to  a 

railroad  right-of-way.  Mostly  vacant  with  some  wooden 

buildings.  Close  to  a  local  business  district.  General 

neighborhood  mostly  single-family  housing. 
Comments:  The  MBTA  wants  an  undefined  portion  of  the  site 

for  a  new  station  and  parking  area  as  part  of  the  extension 

of  the  Forest  Hills  line  to  Sawmill. 

The  Jewish  Rehabilitation  Center  met  with  community 

opposition  when  it  sought  a  zoning  variance  to  permit  1,000 

units  of  housing  for  the  elderly  on  this  site. 

The  land  is  expensive.  (A  figure  of  $750,000  lias  been 

mentioned.) 


7.  Site:  Patten's  Cove 

Location:  Korrisey  Boulevard,  Dorchester 

Size:  9.2  acres 

Ownership:  MDC 

Assessed  Value:  Exempt 

Zoning:  M-1 ,  R-8 

No.  of  1,000  sq.  ft.  Units  Allowed  by  Zoning:  about  400 

(Multi-family  units  would  require  a  permit  for  conditional  use.) 

Site  Characteristics:  Roughly  flat,  vacant  land  with  inlet  to 
Dorchester  Bay.  Adjacent  to  Boston  Globe  Offices  on  one 
side  and  the  Savin  Hill  neighborhood  on  the  other.  About 
2,000  feet  from  Savin  Hill  MBTA  stop.  Shopping  center 
about  1/2  mile  away. 

Comments:  When  this  site  was  suggested  for  a  recreation  center 
for  the  handicapped,  it  was  thought  that  a  part  of  the 
site  might  also  be  developed  for  housing.  MDC  Commissioner 
Sears  is  not  enthusiastic  about  either  proposal. 

8.  Site:  Quarry  Site,  off  Tremont  Street 

Location:  Alleghany  and  St.  Alphonsus  St.,  Roxbury  (Parker  Hill) 

Size:  4.8  acres 

Ownership:  Harvard 

Assessed  Value:  Exempt 

Zoning:  H-1 ,  L-1 ,  B-1 

No.  of  1,000  sq.  ft.  Units  Allowed  by  Zoning:  about  200 


Site  Characteristics:  The  site  includes  a  quarry  and  shopping 
center.  In  addition  to  the  center,  there  is  local  shopping 
on  Huntington  Avenue.  The  site  is  close  to  a  trolley  line. 
Peter  Bent  Brigham  and  other  hospitals  are  nearby. 

Comments:  Roxbury  Tenants  of  Harvard  once  proposed  a  school  and 

400  units  of  family  housing  for  this  site.  Harvard  originally 
wanted  to  build  housing  for  persons  connected  with  the  Medical 
complex.  Current  status  unknown.  There  may  be  a  topographic 
problem  with  the  quarry. 

9.  Site:  Saratoga  Street 

Location:  Saratoga  and  Telegram  Streets,  East  Boston 

Size:  100,000  sq.  ft. 

Ownership:   Massachusetts  Port  Authority 

Assessed  Value:   Exempt 

Zoning:  L-1 

No.  of  Units  Allowed  by  Zoning:-  About  30  single-family  homes. 

Site  Characteristics:  About  1/2  mile  to  shopping  and  Orient  Heights 

MBTA  stops. 
Comments:  Mass.  Port  Authority  wants  to  acquire  all  the  land 

in  this  area.  Conservation  Commission  v/ants  to  protect 

marshes.  Not  worth  pursueing. 

10.  Site:  Adjacent  to  Stony  Brook  Reservation 
Location:  River  Street,  Hyde  Park 

Size:  about  5  acres 

Ownership:  Teegas  Corp.,  Community  Planning  &  Development  Association,  Inc. 

Assessed  Value:  $38,000 

Zoning:  H-2,  B-1 


No.   of  1,000  sq.    ft.    Units  Allovjed  by  Zoning:     about  400 

Site  Characteristics:  Only  about  half  the  site  is  buildable  due 

to  a  steep  sandy  cliff  to  the  rear  of  the  site.  Also  includes 

a  gas  station.  Faces  on  marshy  area  which  MDC  has  acquired 

and  will  restore  as  a  pond.  Rather  isolated  now 5  but  will 

be  close  to  Southv/est  expressway  and  rapid  transit  if  that 

project  is  ever  carried  out. 
Comments:  This  site  would  also  be  a  possibility  for  the  recreation 

center  for  the  Handicapped  if  MDC  or  the  City  of  Boston  v^ould 

acquire  the  land. 
n.   Site:  Wordsworth  Terrace 

Location:  Wordsworth  Terrace,  Horace  St.,  East  Boston 

Size:  3.3  acres 

Ownership:  Salesian  Oratory 

Assessed  Value:  $8,200 

Zoning:  R-5 

No.  of  1,000  sq.  ft.  Units  Allowed  by  Zoning:  45 

Sity  Characteristics:  Flat  vacant  site  which  is  somewhat  swampy. 

It  is  near  an  MBTA  track  and  overlooks  Orient  Heights  Beach. 

Close  to  shopping.  About  1/2  mile  from  MBTA  stop. 
Comments:  Would  have  noise  problems  from  airport  and  MBTA.  Would 

require  zoning  variance  to  allow  for  more  dense  development. 
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"%    II.  Additional  Sites  for  Consideration 

A.  In  Renewal  Areas 

Site:  Parcel  RC4-RC5,  South  End  Urban  Reneival  Project 

Location:  Tremont  St.,  Worcester  St.,  South  End 

Size:  1.4  acres 

Ovvfnership:   BRA 

Assessed  Value:  not  relevant 

Zoning:  H-2,  L-2 

No.  of  1000  sq,  ft.  units  allowed  by  Zoning:  104 

Site  Characteristics:  Vacant  land  facing  Tremont  Street  on  one 
side.  Near  new  branch  library,  local  shopping,  bus  line,  but 
not  Transit  stop. 

Comments:  These  parcels  have  become  available  again  following  the 
disintegration  of  the  development  team  to  which  the  site  was 
formerly  committed.  Developers  kits  are  for  sale  for  $25.00 
at  the  BRA  South  End  Site  Office,  72  Warren  Avenue. 

The  height  of  any  proposed  development  must  receive  Authority 
approval.  Height  exceeding  that  of  surrounding  development  of 
4-5-story  brick  row  houses  is  not  considered  appropriate. 

B.  In  Non-Reneval   Areas 

1 )  Site:  East  Boston  Waterfront 

Location:  New  Street,  Maverick  Street,  East  Boston 
Size:  Approximately  11  acres  of  land  and  water  of  which  about 
6%  are  solid  land. 
^  Ownership:  New  Street  Realty  Trust,  Peerless  Number  3  Corp., 

Boston  Fuel  Transportation  Inc.,  Wigglesworth  Machinery  Co., 
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Super-Electronics  Realty  Trust. 

Assessed  Value:   $217,400  land,  $294,000  buildings  -  $511,400 

Zoning:  W-2 

No.  of  1000  sq.  ft.  units  allowed  by  Zoning:  (Multi -family 
dwellings  would  require  a  permit  for  conditional  use)  About  550 

Site  Characteristics:  Old  and  deteriorating  warehouses  and 
other  industrial  buildings.  Adjacent  to  public  housing 
project  and  proposed  waterfront  park.  Good  views  of  the  City. 
Maverick  Square  shopping  and  Transit  Stop  1400  feet  away. 

Comments:  Although  a  variance  was  granted  on  December,  1969, 
to  the  Boston  East  Corp.  to  develop  1150  units  of  housing  and 
a  hotel  on  an  adjacent  piece  of  waterfront,  this  project  has 
been  stalemated  due  to  community  opposition  and  lack  of 
financing.  Any  proposal  for  the  site  under  consideration 
would  have  to  be  worked  out  in  close  cooperation  with  the 
community  in  order  to  be  successful. 
2)  Site:  Livermore  Street 

Location:  Cummins  Highway,  Livermore  Street,  Hyde  Park 

Size:  About  30  acres 

Ownership:  Mixed  public  and  private 

Assessed  Value:  $83,800 

Zoning:  S-5,  L-5 

No.  oj"   Units  Allowed  by  Zoning:  About  220  single  family  homes 

Site  Characteristics:  Mostly  vacant  land  which  is  wooded  and 
somewhat  swampy.  There  are  also  rock  outcroppings  in  places. 
Adjacent  to  the  Ledgewood  Home  for  Boys.  Site  includes  about 
20  single  family  homes.  Near  shopping  center. 
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Comments:  A  portion  of  the  site  has  been  proposed  for  an 
elementary  school  but  the  remainder  would  be  available 
for  low  and  medium  density  housing  (with  a  zoning  cliange). 

Two  groups,  the  Jewish  Rehabilitation  Center  and  Jewish 
Community  Housing,  are  interested  in  developing  the  Ledgewood 
site.  They  may  also  be  interested  in  the  Livermore  site. 
3)  Site:  Northam  Park 

Location:  Dorchester  Avenue,  Banton  Street,  Dorchester- 
Size:  2.5  acres 
Ownership:  Mixed  private,  public.  Major  private  owner,  Joe 

Corcoran. 
Assessed  Value:  $53,000  for  about  1/2  the  site. 
Zoning:  L-1,  R-8,  B-1 

No,  of  1000  sq.  ft.  units  allowed  by  zoning:  About  70 
Site  Characteristics:  Triangular  piece  of  land  immediately  north 
of  Peabody  Square  (where  Ashmont  MBTA  stop  is  located).  Includes 
buildings  with  a  mixture  of  uses.  Condition  of  buildings  on 
site--fair  to  poor,  but  surrounding  neighborhood  sound.  Part 
vacant. 
Comments:  Site  has  been  suggested  for  location  of  Edison 
transformer  which  would  require  about  13 > 000  sq.  ft.  A  BRA 
sti^y  recommended  housing  for  the  elderly  as  well.  May  be 
possibility  of  doing  joint  development  pi^oposal  with  Joe 
Corcoran. 
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III.  Sites  Suggested  by  Others  (non-DRA) 

1 )  Blackstone  School 

Mrs.  Ventola  of  MAP  asked  about  this  site  in  the  West 
End  near  Massachusetts  General  Hospital.  Inquiry  re- 
vealed that  the  Public  Facilities  Department  of  the  City 
of  Boston  had  already  sold  the  school  to  the  hospital. 

2)  Wellington  Circle,  Medford 

Mr.  Robert  Mayerson,  Planning  Director  for  Medford,  is 
developing  a  redevelopment  plan  for  an  area  near  the 
proposed  Wellington  Circle  MBTA  stop  and  suggested  in- 
cluding housing  for  the  handicapped  in  his  proposal.  Under 
favorable  conditions,  the  site  might  be  available  in  about 
two  years.  The  first  stage  of  development  would  include 
an  area  80-100  acres  in  size. 
3,4)  Grove  Hall,  Amory  Street  Sites 

These  two  sites  were  suggested  by  Dr.  Constance  Williams  of 
the  Department  of  Community  Affairs.  They  v^ere  both  sites 
which  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  was  considering  for  housing 
for  the  elderly.  The  Amory  St.  site  has  been  approved  for  a 
turnkey  development.  BHA  has  turned  down  the  other  site-- 
4  acres  in  the  Grove  Hall  section  of  the  Model  Cities  area. 
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